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By: David A. Sargent 

Isaiah 40:12-15, “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 

with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 

in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his 

counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught 

him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of 

understanding? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of 

the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.” 

Isaiah 29:9-16, “Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with 

wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit 

of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 

And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver 

to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: And 

the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am 

not learned. Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, 

and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward 

me is taught by the precept of men: Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work 

among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall 

perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek deep to 

hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? 

and who knoweth us? Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's 

clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of 

him that framed it, He had no understanding?” 

Matthew 15:1-12, “Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when 

they eat bread. But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and 

mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whosoever shall 

say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; And 

honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of 

God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their 

heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of men. And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: 

Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this 

defileth a man. Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were 

offended, after they heard this saying?” 
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Proverbs 16:25, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 

of death.” 

Colossians 2:8-10, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all 

the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 

principality and power:” 

Isaiah 5:18-25, “Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a 

cart rope: That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the 

counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! Woe unto them that 

call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 

sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their 

own sight! Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong 

drink: Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous 

from him! Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so 

their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast 

away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore 

is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against 

them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst 

of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.” 

Jeremiah 18:1-10, “The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go 

down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the 

potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of 

clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to 

the potter to make it. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I 

do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye 

in mine hand, O house of Israel. At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 

concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against 

whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 

them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build 

and to plant it; If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, 

wherewith I said I would benefit them.” 

Proverbs 14:34, “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” 

Isaiah 29:24, “They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured 

shall learn doctrine.” 

James 4:8, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 

purify your hearts, ye double minded.” 


