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To My Sons & Daughters 
Excerpts from Proverbs 

Arrangement by: David A. Sargent 

Dedicated to all my Children 

 

Proverbs 1:7-10, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the 

law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about 

thy neck. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” 

 

Proverbs 1:15, “My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their 

path:” 

 

Proverbs 2:1-6, “My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments 

with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 

understanding; Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 

understanding; If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. For the 

LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.” 

 

Proverbs 3:1-6, “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 

For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and 

truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So 

shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. Trust in the 

LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 

acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 

 

Proverbs 3:11-13, “My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of 

his correction: For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in 

whom he delighteth. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 

understanding.” 

 

Proverbs 3:21-24, “My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and 

discretion: So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. Then shalt thou walk 

in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. When thou liest down, thou shalt not be 

afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.” 

 

Proverbs 4:10-13, “Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life 

shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. 

When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not 

stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.” 

  

Proverbs 4:20-27, “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let 

them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life 
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unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. Keep thy heart with all diligence; 

for out of it are the issues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips 

put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before 

thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right 

hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.” 

 

Proverbs 5:1-6, “My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my 

understanding: That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep 

knowledge. For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is 

smoother than oil: But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword. Her 

feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of 

life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them.” 

  

Proverbs 5:20-23, “And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and 

embrace the bosom of a stranger? For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, 

and he pondereth all his goings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he 

shall be holden with the cords of his sins. He shall die without instruction; and in the 

greatness of his folly he shall go astray.” 

 

Proverbs 6:1-8, “My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand 

with a stranger, Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the 

words of thy mouth. Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into 

the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to 

thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the 

hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider 

her ways, and be wise: Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth her meat in 

the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.” 

  

Proverbs 6:20-23, “My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of 

thy mother: Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When 

thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou 

awakest, it shall talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and 

reproofs of instruction are the way of life:” 

 

Proverbs 7:1-4, “My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. Keep 

my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. Bind them upon thy 

fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart. Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; 

and call understanding thy kinswoman:” 

 

Proverbs 19:27-29, “Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the 

words of knowledge. An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the 

wicked devoureth iniquity. Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back 

of fools.”  

 

Proverbs 23:15-23, “My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. 

Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things. Let not thine heart envy 
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sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long. For surely there is an end; 

and thine expectation shall not be cut off. Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide 

thine heart in the way. Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: For the 

drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with 

rags. Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old. 

Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.” 

 

Proverbs 23:26-28, “My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways. 

For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit. She also lieth in wait as 

for a prey, and increaseth the transgressors among men.” 

  

Proverbs 24:13-14, “My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, 

which is sweet to thy taste: So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul: when 

thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off.” 

  

Proverbs 24:21-25, “My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with 

them that are given to change: For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth 

the ruin of them both? These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to have respect 

of persons in judgment. He that saith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous; him shall the 

people curse, nations shall abhor him: But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a 

good blessing shall come upon them.” 

  

Proverbs 27:11, “My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that 

reproacheth me.” 

 

Proverbs 27:17, “Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his 

friend.” 

 


