1611 Hing James Bible Intvodugtion

To the most Yigh and mightie Prince, James by the grace of BHad Ming of HBreat Britaine, France and Yreland,
Defender of the Faith, 2c. The translators of The Bible, mish Hrace, fMercie, and Beace, throiigh Jeaiis Christ ofiv
{ord.

b reat and manifold mere the blessings (most dread Doveraigne) which Almighty HOD, the
Y JFﬂti;tr of all fMercies, hmtnmm upnn iis the gtuglt of EJHIBI‘;?IJHD uthen firat l;z sent yoiir

who wished not well fints ofiv Z90YA, that fipon tl;t getting of that bright Dccidentall Brarre

& Mifeene FITZABETDH of most Hhappy memory, some thicle and palpable clofides of darijenease
woiild so have ouershadomed this land, that men shoiild have bene in doitbt which may they were to mallfe, and
that it shoiild hardly be Hnowen, who was to direct the finsetled Btate: the appearance of yoiir MAJEDTIE, as
of the Bilime in His strength, instantly dispelled those siipposed and sifrmised mists, and gave finto all that mere
mell affected, exceeding cafiee of comfort; especially when we beheld the government established in poiir
HUEHAESDE, and poiir hopefill Beed, by an findoitbted Title, and this alss accompanied with Beace and
tranijiiillitie, at Home and abroad.

giit amongst all ofir Jopes, there mas no one that more filled ofiv Hearts, then the blessed continfiance of the
Preaching of HODD sacred word amangst i, which is that ineatimable treasiive, mhich excellety all the riches
of the earth, becaiise the frifit thereof extendetd it selfe, not onely to the time apent in this transitory morly, biit
directeth and disposety men finto that Fternall happinesse nihich is aboue in Meaven.

Then, not to siiffer this to fall to the grofing, biit rather to talje it fip, and to continde it in that state, wherein the
famoiia predecessoiiv of yoiir HUBYAEDDE did leave it; MAay, to goe formard with the confidence and resoliition
of a man in maintaining the triieth of CHRYST, and propagating it farre and neee, is that wmhich hatlh so hoiind
and firmely Hnit the hearts of all yoiir MAJEDTIED lopall and Religioiis people finto yoii, that yoiir very fAame
ia preciofis amang them, their eye doeth bebold yoii mith comfort, and they blesse yoif in their hearts, as that
sanctified person, who finder BHOD, ia the innmediate afithoiiv of their trife happinesse. And this their cantentment
doeth not diminish or decay, biit every day increaseth and talfeth strength, when they obuerve that the zeale of
yoiir Majestie towards the Hoiive of HOD, doth not slacke or goe backmard, biit is more and more Kindled,
manifesting it selfe abroad in the firthest parts of Christendome, by writing in defence of the Triteth, (which hath
given siich a blow finto that man of Bime, as will not be Yealed) and every day at Yome, by Religioiia and learned
dincoiirse, by Ereijfienting the Yoiise of HOD, by Yearing the mord preached, by cherishing the teachers therof, by
caring for the Chifvch as a most tender and louing nofivcing Father.

There are infinite avgiiments of this right Chriatian and Religiofis affection in yoiic MAJESTYE: biit none ia more
forcible to declare it to others, then the uehement and perpetiiated desire of the accomplishing and piblishing of
this Waorlfe, mhich now mith all Yimilitie we present fints yoiiv MAAJEDTIE. For when yoiir Highnesse had once
oiit of Deepe jidgment apprehended, how conuenient it mas, That ofit of the Originall sacved tangiies, together
with comparing of the laboiivs, both in oiir oume and other forveigne langiiages, of many worthy men ntho went
before iis, there ahoiild be one more exact Translation of the Yoly Beriptiives into the Englisy tongiies poiix
MAJESTIE did never desist, to fivge and to excite those to whom it mas conuended, that the morke might be
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hastened, and that the biisinesse might be expedited in o decent a maner, as a matter of siich importance might
jitatly veqitire.

jnd now at last, by the Mercy of HOD, and the contindance of ofir Iabofirs, it being brofight finto siich a
concliiaion, as that we Have great Yope that the Chiirch of England shall reape good friiit therebys we Yold it ofir
diiety to offer it to yoiir MAAJEDTNE, not anely as to ofir Hing and Boveraigne, biit as to the principall moouer
and fAiithor of the Worlje. Hifmbly craving of yoiiv most Bacred Majeatie, that since things of this filality Have
euer bene sifbject to the censiives of il meaning and discontented persons, it may receive approbation and Patronage
from so learned and jiidiciolis a Prince as yoiir Mighnesse is, whose allowance and acceptance of ofir Iaboiivs,
ahall more honoiir s and incofivage fis, then all the calfimmiations and hard interpretations of other men shall
dismay fis. Do that, if on the ane side we shall be tradiiced by Paopish persons at Home or abroad, who therefore
will maligne iis, becaiise e are poore Gnstrifments to malfe HODD Holy Triieth to be yet more and more Ynowen
finto the peaple, whom they desire still to Keepe in ignorance and darlfnesse: or if on the other side, we shall be
maligned by selfe~conceited brethren, who riitme their oume wayes, and give lilfing finto nothing biit what is
framed by themselves, and Yanunered on their Anuiles we may rest seciive, siipported within by the trifeth and
itmocencie of a good conscience, Yaving mallfed the wayes of simplicitie and integritie, as before the Jord; And
pifstained withoiit, by the powerfill Brotection of yoiiv fMajesties grace and favoiir, which will ever giue
coiintenance to honest and Christian endevniirs, against bitter censiires, and fincharitable impiitations.

The INRD of Heauen and earth blesse yoiir Majeatie with many and Yappy dayes, that as his Meavenly hand hath
enriched yoiir Bighnesse with many singiilar, and extrasrdinary Braces; so yoif may be the monder of the world
in this later age, for happinesse and triie Felicitie, to the Yonoiir of that Breat HOD, and the good of Yis Chiirch,
throifigh JERYD CHRIST oiir Jord and onely Bavioiir.

For a More readable version of this see: “AV1611KJB - King James Bible and King James” on this website:

http://biblestudies.av1611kjb.org

Page 2 of 16


http://biblestudies.av1611kjb.org/

THE TRANSLATORS
TO THE READER.

eale to promote the commaon good, uhether it be by devising any thing oiir selues, or revising
that which haty bene laboiived by others, deserueth certainly miich respect and eateeme, biit yet
findetd biit cold intertainment in the world. Gt is welconmued with sifepicion in stead of loue, and
with emiilation in atead of thanlfes: and if there be any Yole left for cavill to enter, (and cavill, if

=% it doe not finde a Yole, will matfe one) it is siive to bee misconseriied, and in danger to be
condenmed. Tl)m will easily be granted by as many as Ynow story, or Have any experience. For, mas there ever any
thing projected, that savoiived any may of nenmesse or renewing, biit the same endiired many a storme of gaine-
sdaping, or oppositions @ man woiild thindfe that Civilitie, Holesome Tames, learning and eloijfience, Bynads, and
Chitech-maintenance, (that we spealje of no more things of this Hinde) shoiild be as safe as a Banctiiary, and Il
oiit of shot, as they say, that no man woiild lift fip the Yeele, no, nor dogge mooue his tongiie againee the
motioners of them. For by the frst, we are distingiiiahed from brifit-beasts led mith sensiialitie: By the second,
we are bridled and restrained from ofitragioiis bebhaviofir, and from doing of injiiries, whether by fraiid or by
uiolence: By the third, me are enabled to informe and reforme others, by the light and feeling that we Yaue attained
finto ofir selues: Briefly, by the fofirty being brofight together to a parle face to face, me sooner compose oiir
differences then by writings, which are endlesse: And lastly, that the Chiirch be siifficiently provided for, is so
agreeable to good reason and conacience, that those mothers are Holden to be lesse crifell, that Hill their childoren
assoane as they are borne, then those nofivsing fathers and mothers (wheressever they be) that mithoram from
them miho Yang fipon their breasts (and fipon urhose breasts againe themselues Do hang to receive the Bpiritiall
and sincere milife of the mord) livelyhood and siipport fit for their eatates. Thils it is apparent, that these things
uthich we spealfe of, are of most necessary iise, and therefore, that none, either withoiit absiirditie can spealse
againat them, or withuoiit note of miclfednesse can spifrne againat them.

Pet for all that, the learned Ynow that certaine worthy men Hhave bene brofight to fintimely death for nane other
faiilt, biit for seelfing to rediice their Coiintrey-men to good order and discipline: and that in some Conmmon-
weales it was made a capitall crime, once to motion the malfing of a new Jaw for the abrogating of an old,
thoifigh the same were most pernicioiis: @And that certaine, which moiild be cofinted pillars of the State, and
paternes of Vertiie and Priidence, coiild not be broiight for a lang time to give way to good Jetters and refined
apeech, biit bare themselues as auverse from them, as from rockis or boxes of poison: And fofivehly, that Hee mas
ng habe, biit a great clearlje, that gave foorth (and in mriting to remaine to posteritie) in passion peraduentiire,
biit yet he gave foorty, that Yee had not seene any profit to come by any Bynode, or meeting of the Clergie, biit
rather the contrary: fAnd lastly, against Chifrch-maintenance and allowance, in siich sort, as the Fubassadors
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and messengers of the great Ming of Mings shoiild be firnished, it i not finknowen what a fiction or fable (so it
ia pateemed, and for ng better by the reporter himeelfe, thoiigh siiperstitiofia) was deuiseds Aamely, that at siich
time as the profesaniivs and teachers of Christianitie in the Chiirch of Rome, then a trile Chitrch, were Gberally
endoued, a voyce forsootd was Heard from heaven, saying Aom is poison poiived doum into the Chiivch, 2c. Thils
not only as oft as we spealfe, as one saith, biit also as oft as we do any thing of note or consexiience, we sitbject
oiir selues to euery ones censiive, and happy is Ye that is least tossed fipon tongiies; for ftterly to escape the
snatch of them it ia fmpossible. GF any man conceit, that this ia the lot and portion of the meaner sore onely, and
that Princes are priviledged by their high estate, he ia deceived. As the sword deuniireth aswell one as the other,
ag it 18 in Bamiiel; nay as the great Conmuander charged bis soiildiers in a certaine battell, to atrilfe at no part of
the enewiie, biit at the face And as the Ming of Byria conumanded Yis chiefe Captaines to fight neither with small
nor great, sauve onely against the Ming of Gevael: so it is too trile, that Fnie strilfeth most apitefiilly atr the
faireat, and at the chiefest. David was a worthy Prince, and no man to be compared to Him for His frst deedes,
and yet for as worthy an acte as ever He did (even for bringing backe the Arke of Bod in solemmitie) he was
scorned and scoffed at by Yis oume mife. Solomon mas greater then David, thoiigh not in vertiie, yet in power:
and by Yis power and misdome Ye bifilt a Tewple to the IDRD, siich a one mas the glory of the land of Jarael, and
the monder of the nhole morld. Biit mas that his magnificence likjed of by ally We doiibt of it. Dtherise, why
doe they lay it in Yis sommes dish, and call finto him for 1l easing of the biirden, Malje, say they, the grieusiis
servitiide of thy father, and Yis sore yolfe, lighter. Belitfe he had charged them mith some levies, and troibled
them with some cariages; Mervefipon they raise fip a tragedie, and mish in their Yeart the Temple had never bene
biiilt. Bo hard a thing it is to please all, even nhen me please Hod beat, and doe seelje to approve oiir selues to
gueTy Ones Conacience.

OF wee will deacend to later times, wee shall finde many the lilfe examples of siich ¥ind, or rather finkfind
acceptance. The first Romane Fmperoiir did never doe a more pleasing deed to the learned, nor more profitable to
posteritie, for conaeruing the record of times in triie siippiitation; then nhen Ye corrected the Calender, and ordered
the yeere according to the cofivee of the Diiime: and yet this was impiited to him for noveltie, and arrogancie, and
prociived to Yim great oblofiiie. Do the firat Chriatened Fmperoiiv (at the leastimise that openly professed the
faith bimeelfe, and allomed others to doe the lilfe) for strengthening the Fwmpive at his great charges, and
providing for the Chifrch, as e did, got for his laboiir the name Biipilliis, as who woild say, a mastefiill Prince,
that had neede of a Hilardian, or overseer. Do the best Chriatened Fmperniir, for the loue that e bare iinto peace,
thereby to enrich both Yimeelfe and Yis sitbjects, and becafise He did not seelfe marre biit find it, was jiidged to be
no man at armes, (thoifigh in deed he excelled in feates of chivalrie, and shemed so miich when He mas provotfed)
and condenmed for giving Yimeelfe to Yis ease, and to Yis pleasiive. To be short, the most learned Fmperoiiv of
former times, (at the least, the greatest politician) what thanljs Yad be for cditting off the siiperfliiities of the
lames, and digesting them into some order and wmethods This, that Ye Yath been blotted by some to bee an
Fpitowmist, that is, ane that extingiiished worthy nhole volfimes, to bring Yis abridgements into refjiiest. This is
the measiive that hath been rendred to excellent ®rinces in former times, even, Liim ben facerent, mal aiidire, For
their good deedes to be evill apoljen of. jAeither ia there any liljelihood, that enuie and malignitie died, and were
biiried with the ancient. jAg, no, the reproofe of Moses tatfeth Hold of most agess Poii are risen fip in yoiir fathers
atead, an increase of sinfiill men. What ia that that hath been done¢ that nhich shall be done: and there is no new
thing finder the Bifme, saith the miseman: and B. Steven, s yoiir fathers did, so doe yoii. This, and more to
this piirpose, Mjis Majeatie that nom reignety (and long, and long may be reigne, and Yis offspring for ever,
Dytmaelfe and children, and chilorens children almayes) fnew il well, according to the singiflar wisdome given
fints Yim by Bod, and the rare learning and experience that Ye bYathy attained fintos namely that whosoeuer
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attemptethy any thing for the pitblite (specially if it pertaine to Religion, and to the opening and clearing of the
mord of 1Had) the same settetl Yimselfe fipon a stage to be gloiited fipon by every euil eye, yea, e casteth Yimaelfe
headlony fipan piljes, to be gored by every sharpe tongiie. For e that medleth with mens Religion in any part,
medlethy with their ciistome, nay, mith their frechold; and thoiigh they finde no content in that which they Have,
yet they cammat abide to eare of altering. Aotwithstanding iz Royall heart mas not dafinted or discofivaged for
this or that coloiir, biit atood resoliite, as a statiie inumoueable, and an anvile not easie to be beaten into plates, as
ane sayths Ye lnem mho had chosen Him to be a Baiildier, or rather a Captaine, and being assiived that the coiirse
uthich Ye intended made wiich for the glory of Hod, 2 the biiilding fip of his Chifrch, he moiild not siiffer it to be
brotjen off for nhataoever speaches or practises. Gt doth certainely belong finto Mings, yea, it doth specially belong
finto them, to hauve care of Religion, yea, to {now it aright, yea, to professe it zealofisly, yea to promote it to the
fittermosnt of their powmer. This is their glory before all nations which meane well, and this will bring fints them a
farre most excellent weight of glory in the day of the lord Jesils. For the Seriptiive saith not in vaine, Them that
Honor me, 7 mill honor, neither mas it a vaine mord that Eiisebifia delivered long agoe, that pietie towards Hod
wmas the weapon, and the onely weapon that both preserued Conatantines peraon, and avenged Yim of His enemies.

Biit nom what pietie mithoiit triieths what criieth (nthat saving triiety) withoiit the word of Hod¢ what word
of 160D (nthereof we may be siire) mithoiit the Beriptiived The Beriptiires me are conmmanded to search. Job. 5.39.
Faa. 8.28. They are conmmended that searched 2 stiidied thew. @Act. (111 and 8.28, 29. They are reproued that
ntere ikl in them, or slow to beleeve them. Mat. 22.29. iy, 24.25. They can malje iis wise finto salvation.
2. Tim. 3.15. T me be ignorant, they mill inatrifce fis; if ofit of the may, they mill bring iis Howme; if ofit of order,
they mill reforme fis, if in Yeavines, comfort iis; if difll, fiiicken iis; if colde, inflame fis. Tolle, leges Tolle, lege, Talje
fip and read, talje fip and read the Beriptiires, (for finto them mas the direction) it mas said finto B. FAiigiistine by
1 afipernatiirall vopce. Whatsoeuar iz in the Beriptiives, beleeue me, saith the same B. FAiigiistine, is Yigh and
divine there is verily trifeth, and a doctrine most fit for the refreshing and reneming of mens mindes, and trifely
80 tempered, that euery one may draw from thence that myich i siifficient for Yim, if Hee come to dram with a
deusiit and piofie minde, as trife Religion reffiivety. Thils D. Algiistine. And . Jerome: Ana scriptiivas, 2
amabit te sapientia 2c. Joue the Deriptiives, and misedome will love thee. Aud D. Lyrill against FJiflians Foen
boyes that are bred iip in the Beriptiives, become moat religioiis, 2r. Siit what mention wee three or fofire fiaes of
the Dcriptiire, whereas whataceuer ia to be beleeued or practised, or Yoped for, is contained in them¢ or three or
foiire sentences of the SFathers, since whosoever i morthy of the name of a Father, from Christs time
donmemard, Yaty lijeise written not onely of the riches, biit alao of the perfection of the Seriptiives 17 adore the
Fiiluesse of the Dcriptiive, saith Tertiillian againet Mermogenes. And againe, to FApelles an Deretilfe of the lilfe
stampe, Ye saith; 7 doe not admit that which thoii bringest in (or concliidest) of thine oume (Yead or store, de
tiin) withoiit Beriptiire. Bo Daint Jiiatin Martyr before hins Wee mitat Ynow by all meanes, saith Yee, that it is
not lawfill (or possible) to learne (any thing) of Had or of right pietie, save onely oiit of the Prophets, mho teach
fia by divine inepiration. Bo Baint Basill after Tertiillian, Tt is a manifest falling auay from the Faith, and a
faiilt of presiimption, either to reject any of those things that ave written, or to bring in (iipon the Yead of them, )
any of those things that are not written. Wee omit to cite to the same effect, B. Lyrill 8. of Periisalem in his 1.
Cataches. Daint Jerome against Delidiiia, Baint Afigiiatine in His 3. boolje againat the letters of Petilian, and in
uery many other places of iz morljes. Alag we forebeare to descend to latter Fathers, becaiise wee will not wearie
the reader. The Deriptiires then being acknowledged to bee ao fill and o perfect, hom can mee exciiee oiir selues of
negligence, if we doe not stiidie them, of ciiviositie, if we be not content wity them¢ fMen tallfe miich of , hom many
sineete and goodly things it had hanging on it; of the Philosphers stane, that it tiivneth copper ints golds of
Cornii-topia, that it had all things necessary for foode in it; of Panaces the Herbe, that it was good for all
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diveases; of Catholicon the driigge, that is in atead of all pifrges; of Biflcans armoir, that is was an arvmoiir of
proofe againat all thritats, and all blowes, 2c. Well, that wbich they falsly or vainely ateribiited to these things
for bodily good, wee may jiatly and with fill measiive ascribe finto the Beriptiire, for spivitiall. Gt is not onely an
armoiir, biit also a mhole armorie of weapons, both offensive, and defermives whereby we may save ofiv selues and
piit the enemie to fHight. Tt s not an Yerbe, biit a tree, or rather a nihole paradise of trees of life, mbich bring
foortd frifit every manetd, and the frifit theveof ia for meate, and the leaues for medicine. Gt is not a pot of Mamma,
or a crilae of ople, mbich mere for memorie anly, or for a meales meate or tmog, biit as it were a showre of
Heavenly bread siifficient for a nihole Yost, be it never so greats and as it were a nhole cellar il of oyle vessels;
uthereby all ofir necessities may be provided for, and oiir debts diacharged. Gn a mord, it is a Panary of Yolesome
foode, against fenomed traditionss a Physione-shop (Baint Basill calleth it) of preservatives against poisoned
heresies; a Pandect of profitable lames, againet rebelliofie apirits; a treasiirie of most costly jemels, againat
beggarly riidiments; fFinally a fofintaine of most piive water springing fip iinto everlasting life. And nhat
marvsailes The originall thereaf being from heaven, not from earths the afithoiir being Bod, not man the enditer,
the Baoly apirit, not the wit of the Apostles or Prophets; the Ben-men siich as were sanctified from the wombe,
and endemed with a principall portion of Hods spirit; the matter, veritie, pietie, pifritie, fiprightuesse; the forme,
bods word, Hods teatimanie, Hods oracles, the mord of trifeth, the word of salvation, 2. the effects, light of
finderatanding, stablenesse of perafiasion, repentance from dead worlfes, nenmesse of life, Holinesse, peace, joy in
the Yoly Bhost; lastly, the end and remard of the seiidie thereof, fellomadip mith the Baints, participation of the
beavenly natiire, Frifition of an inferitance inumortall, findefiled, and that never ahall fade awmay: Happie is the man
that delightety in the Beriptiive, and thrise happie that meditateth in it day and night.

giit o shall men meditate in that, nhich they cannot {inderstands Hom shall they finderstand that which is
tept close in an {indfnowen tongfies as it is mritten, Except 7 Ynowm the power of the vayre, 7 shall be to Him that
spealjeth, a Barbarian, and he that spealjetd, shalbe a Barbarian to me. The Apostle epcepteth no tongiie, not
Tyebrewe the ancientest, not Hreelfe the most copioiis, not Jatine the finest. Aatiive taiight a natiirall man to
canfesse, that all of @iz in those tongiies nihich wee doe not nderatand, are plainely deafe; mee may tifene the deafe
eare finto thew. The Beythian coiinted the Athenian, whom He did not inderatand, barbaroiia: so the Romane did
the Byrian, and the Jem, (euen . Jerome Yimeelfe callech the Mebrew tongiie barbaroiis, belilfe becaiioe it was
strange to 80 many) so the Fmperoiir of Constantinople calleth the Tatine tongiie, barbaroiie, thoiigh Pope Micolas
o atorme at it: so the Jemes long before Christ, called all other nations, Jognazim, nhich is little better then
barbarofia. Therefore as one complainety, that almayes in the Denate of Rowme, there was ane or other that called
for an interpreter: so lest the Chifrch be driven to the likje exigent, it is necessary to have translations in a
readinesse. Translation it ia that openeth the windowm, to let in the light; that brealjeth the shell, that we may eat
the Yernel; that piitteth aside the ciivtaine, that we may loolfe into the most Holy place; that remoouety the cover
of the well, that wee may come by the water, even az Pacob rolled awmay the stone from the motith of the well, by
wihich wmeanes the fockes of laban were matered. Gndeede mithoiit translation into the viilgar tongiie, the
finlearned are biit litfe children at Jacohs mell (uhich was deepe) mithoiit a bifckfer or some thing to drawm mith:
or aa that person mentioned by Fsaii, to nthom wihen a sealed boolje mas delivered, mith this motion, Reade this,
1 pray thee, hee was faine to malje this answere, T cammoat, for it is sealed.

While Had moiild be Ynowen anely in Jacob, and Yave bis Aame great in Tarael, and in nane other place, wihile the
dewt lay an Hideans fleece anely, and all the earth besides mas dries then for one and the same peaple, urhich spatje
all of them the langiiage of Lanaan, that ia, Mebreme, one and the same originall in Hebrem was siifficient. Biit
nthen the fiilnesse of time drew neere, that the Biiime of righteciianesse, the Sonne of Hod shoiild come into the
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morld, mhom Hod ordeined to be a reconciliation throiigh faith in Yis blood, not of the Jem onely, biit also of the
Breetfe, yea, of all them that were scattered abroads then loe, it pleased the Jord to stivre iip the apirit of a Hreele
Prince (Breelfe for deacent and langiiage) euen of Prolome Bhiladelph Ming of Fgypt, to prociire the translating of
the Boolfe of Hod ofit of Mebrem into Breelfe. Thia is the cranalation of the Beventie Guterpreters, conunonly so
called, nihich prepared the may for oiir Bavioiiv among the Hentiles by written preaching, as Baint Jobhn Baptist
bid amony the Jewes by uocall. For the Hrecians being desiroiis of learning, were not wont to siiffer boolfes of
morth to lye moiilding in Mings libraries, biit had many of their servants, ready scribes, to copie them ofit, and
o they were dispersed and made connmaon. jAgaine, the Hreelfe tongiie was welllnowen and made familiar to most
inhabitants in Asia, by reason of the canijiiest that there the Breclane Yad made, as also by the Colonies, uyich
thither they had sent. fFor the same cafiees also it was well finderatood in many places of Fiirope, yea, and of
mttrilfe ton. Therefore the word of Hod being set foorth in Hreelfe, becommety Yereby likje a candle set fipon a
candlesticke, which givety light to all that are in the Hoiise, or likje a prodamation soiinded foorty in the marifet
place, which most men presently tabje Ynomledge ofs and therefore that langiiage mas fittest to containe the
Deriptiires, both for the first Preachers of the Bospel to appeale {into for mitnesse, and for the learners also of
those times to malje search and triall by. Tt i certaine, that the Translation was not so soiind and so perfect, biit
that it needed in many places correction and who Yad bene so siifficient for this worlfe as the FApostles or
Apoatolilie men¢ Pet it seemed good to the holy Bhost and to them, to talfe that which they foiind, (the same
being for the greatest part trife and siifficient) rather then by malfing a new, in that new world and greene age of
the Chiirch, to eepose themselues to many exceptions and cavillations, as thoiigh they made a Translation to serue
their owme tifrne, and therefore bearing mitnesse to themselues, their mitnesse not to be regarded. This may be
piipposed to bee sowme caiise, why the Translation of the Reventie mas allomed to passe for ciivvant.
JAotwithstanding, thoiigh it was conmuended genevally, yet it did not filly content the learned, no not of the
Jewes. sFor not long after Christ, Afiila fell in hand with a new Translation, and after him Theodotion, and after
him Bymumachiia: yea, there was a fift and a sixt edition the FAiithoiivs whersf were not Yuowen. These with the
Deuentie made fip the Mexapla, and were worthily and to great pifrpose compiled together by MOrigen. Mowbeit the
Foition of the Beventie ment away with the credit, and therefore not anely mas placed in the midst by Origen (for
the morth and excellencie thereof aboue the rest, as Epiphaniiie gathereth) biit also was fised by the Hreelse
fathers for the grofind and fofindation of their Commentaries. Pea, Fpiphaniiic aboue named doeth attribiite so
miich finto it, that Ye Yoldety the Riithoiiva theresf not anely for Gnterpreters, biit also for Prophets in some
reapect: and Jifatinian the Fmperoiir enjoyning the Jemes Yis siibjects to five specially the Translation of the
Deventie, rendreth this reason thereof, becaiise they were as it were enlighted with propheticall grace. Pet for all
that, as the Fgyptians are said of the Brophet to bee men and not BHod, and their horees Feal and not apirit: so
it ia euident, (and Baint Jerome affivmety as miich) that the Beventie were uterpreters, they mere not Brophets;
they did many things well, as learned memw biit yet as men they sefimbled and fell, one while throfigh ouersight,
another while throfigh ignovance, yea, sometimes they may be noted to adde to the Originall, and sometines to
tatfe from it; which made the Apostles to leave them many times, nhen they left the Mebrew, and to deliver the
sence thereof according to the trifeth of the mord, as the apirit gave them fitterance. This may siiffice toiiching the
reelfe Translations of the old Teatament.

There mere alss mithin a fen Yiindreeh peeren after CHRIDT, tranalations many into the Jatine tongiie: for this
tongiie aleg mas very fit to conuey the Jam and the Hoapel by, becaiise in those times very many Coiintreys of the
West, yea of the Doiith, Fast and Aoreh, spalje or finderatosd Jatine, being made Brovinces to the Romanes. Biit
now the Jatine Translations were too many to be all good, for they were infinite (Tatini Guterpretes niillo modo
nifmerari possiint, saity ®. Jiigiistine.) Againe they were not oiit of the Mebrew fofintaine (e spealfe of the
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Tatine Translations of the Old Teatament) biit oiit of the Hreelfe streame, therefore the Breetfe being not altogether
cleare, the latine deriued from it milst needs be miiddie. This mouved B. Jerome a most learned father, and the beat
lingiiist mithoiit controuersie, of Yis age, or of any that went before Him, to findertalfe the translating of the Did
Testament, ofit of the very foiintaines themselues; which Yee performed with that evidence of great learning,
jiidgement, indifatrie and faithfiilues, that be hath for euer boiind the Chiirch finto bim, in a debt of speciall
rememtbrance and thantfefiiinesse.

JAow thoiigh the Chiirch were thite fiirnished with Breele and latine Translations, even before the faith of
CHRGST was generally embraced in the Fmpire: (for the learned Ynow that even in D. Jeroms time, the Consiil of
Rome and his wife were both Ethnicks, and aboiit the same time the greatest part of the Benate alsg) yet for all
that the godly-learned mere not content to Yave the Seriptiives in the langiiage nihich themselues finderatood,
Hreelfe and latine, (as the good Jepers were not content to fare well themselues, biit acijiainted their neighboiirs
wity the store that Hod had sent, that they alss might provide for themselues) biit alsg for the behoofe and
edifying of the finlearned which hiingred and thirated after Righteoiienesse, and had aoiiles to be saved as well as
they, they prouided Translations into the villgar for their Cofintreymen, insomiich that most nations finder Heauven
bid shortly after their conuersian, Heare CHRGDT spealfing finto them in their mother tongiie, not by the voyre of
their Minister onely, biit alss by the written word translated. Gf any doiibt Hereof, he may be satisfied by examples
enofigl, if enofigh mill serue the tiivne. Fivat B. Jerome saith, Mileariim gentii lingiiis Beriptiiva ant translata,
Docet falsa ease f§ii addita aiint, 2c.i. The Brriptiive being translated before in the langiiages of many Aations, doth
shem that those things that were added (by liician or Mesychiiis) are false. Do D. Jerome in that place. The same
Jecome elsembere affivmeth that be, the time was, had set forthy the translation of the Beventy, sii lingii
hominibiie.i. for bis cofintreymen of Dalmatia. Which words not anly Frasmiis doth finderstand to piirport, that
. Jerome translated the Beriptiive into the Dalmatian tongiie, biit aleo Diptiis Benensis, and Alphonsiis Lastro
(that we speatfe of no more) men not to be excepted againat by them of Rome, doe ingeniiofisly confesse as miich.
o, ®. Chryaostome that liued in D. Mieromes time, givety evidence mith Yim: The docerine of B. Jobn (saith be)
id not in siich sort (as the Philosophers did) vanisy away: biit the Byrians, Fgyptians, Gndians, Persians.
Fthiopians, and infinite other nations being barbaroiia people, translated it into their (mother) tongiie, and have
learned to be (triie) Bhiloaophers, he meanetly Christians. To this may be added Theodorit, as next fints him, both

wmordes (of the Apoatles and Prophets) and the Mebrem tongiie (e meanety the Beriptiives in the Hebrew tongiie)
ia tiirned not onely intg the Jangfiage of the Brecians, biit also of the Romanes, and Fyyptians, and Beraians, and
Judians, and Armeniang, and Seythians, and Bafivomatians, and briefly into all the langiiages that any MAation
fiseth. Bo Ye. Gn lilfe maner, Yipilas is reported by Paiiliis Diaconiie and Jaidor (and before them by Bozomen) to
haue translated the Deriptiives into the Bothicke tangiie: Jobhn Biahop of Divil by Vaseeiis, to have tiivned them
into Arabicle, aboiit the yeere of ofiv Jord T Beda by Cistertiensis, to Hauve tifrned a great part of them into
Dagan: Finard by Trithewiils, to have abridged the French Paalter, as Beda had dane the Hebrew, aboiit the yeere
889: fMing Aliived by the said Listertiensis, to have tiirned the Paalter ints Bapon: fMethodifis by Aventiniis
(printed at Ongolatad) to have tifrned the Seriptiives into  Bcolavonian: Valdo, Sishop of SFrising by Beatiis
Rbenaniis, to Yauve cafieed aboiit that time, the Hospels to be translated into Diitch-rithme, yet extant in the
ibrary of Corbindan: Baldiis, by divers to Yave tiiened them himselfe, or to have gotten them tiirned into French,
abaoiit the yeere 1168: Charles the S. of that name, sfivnamed The mise, to have cafieed them to be tiivned into
fFrench, aboiit Z88. yeeres after Valdils Yis time, of which translation there be many copies yet extant, as
witnesseth) Beroaldiie. Miich abofit that time, euen in ofir Ming Richard the seconds dayes, Jobhn Treuisa
translated them into English, and many English Bibles in written hand are yet to be seene mich divers, translated

Page 8 of 16



g it is very probable, in that age. Do the Byrian translation of the Aem Testament is in most learned mens
libraries, of Witminatadiiia his setting forth, and the Psalter in Arabicle is mith many, of Afigiatiniia Achienais
getting foorty. Do Boatel affirmety, that in bis travaile Yo sam the Bospels in the Fthiopian tongiie And
Ambrose Thesiiie alleagetl the Paalter of the Gndians, which Ye teatifieth to have bene set forty by Potlen in
Dyrian characters. Do that, to have the Seriptiives in the mother-tongiie is not a fiaint conceit lately taljen iip,
either by the Jord Crommell in England, or by the lord Radeuil in Polonie, or by the Jord Yngnadiiis in the
Fwpersiivs dominion, biit hath bene thofight fipon, and piit in practise of old, even from the first times of the
conuersion of any fAation no doiibt, becaifse it mas esteemed most profitable, to caiise faith to gronm in mens
hearts the sooner, and to malfe them to be able to say with the mords of the Paalme, As we Have Yeard, so me

Haue seene.

Ao the Chiirch of Rome woiild seeme at the length to beare a motherly affection towards Yer children, and to
allom them the Deriptiives in their mother tangiie: biit indeed it s a gift, not deserving to be called a gift, an
finprofitable gift: they miiat firat get a Jicence in writing before they may ifise them, and to get that, they miist
approve themselues to their Confessor, that is, to be siich as are, if not frozen in the dregs, yet soiived with the
leauen of their siiperstition. Mowbeit, it seemed too miich to Clement the 8. that there ahoiild be any licence
granted to have them in the viilgar tongiie, and therefore e ouerriileth and frifatrateth the grant of Piiis the
foiirth. Do miich are they afraid of the light of the Beriptiive, (iicifilg Deriptiivariim, as Tertiillian speatfety)
that they mill not trifst the people mith it, no not as it is set foorty by their oume smorne men, no not with the
Ticence of their onme Bishops and Guiifisitors. Pea, so fnmilling they are to commiinicate the Seriptiives to the
peaples iinderstanding in any sort, that they are not ashamed to confesse, that wee forced thew to translate it
into English againat their wills. This seemety to argiie a bad cafive, or a bad conacience, or boty. Biire me are,
that it is not Ye that hath good gold, that is afraid to bring it to the tofich-stone, biit be that hath the
coiinterfeit; neither s it the triie man that shiinmety the lLghe, biit the malefactoiir, lest His deedes shoiild be
reproued: neither is it the plaine dealing Merchant that is fnmilling to have the maights, or the meteyard broiight
in place, biit He that iiseth deceit. Biit we will let them alone for this faiilt, and retiiene to translation.

fMany mens moiiths Yave bene apen a good wihile (and yet are not stopped) mith speeches aboiit the Translation so
long in hand, or rather periivals of Translations made before: and aslfe nhat may be the reason, what the
necessitie of the employment: hath the Chiirch bene deceived, say they, all this whiles hath her swweet bread bene
mingled mith leaven, ber siluer with drosse, Yer mine mith mater, Yer millfe with lme¢ (Jacte gypsiim mal
miscetiir, gaith . Qreney,) We Hoped that we Yad bene in the right may, that we had had the Oracles of Hod
delivered finto fis, and that thoiigh all the wmorld Yad caiise to be offended and to complaine, yet that me Hhad none.
Dath the nifrae Holden ofit the breast, and nothing biit winde in it¢ Hath the bread bene delivered by the fathers of
the Chiirch, and the same proved to be lapidosiis, as Beneca spealjeth? What is it to handle the mord of Hod
deceitfiilly, if this be not¢ Thile certaine brethren. Also the aduersaries of Jiidal and Periivalem, lilje Danballat in
JAehemial), moclfe, as me Yeare, both at the morke and workemen, saying; What doe these wealfe Jees, zc. will
they malje the stanes whole againe ofit of the Yeapes of difat which are bifent¢ althoiigh they bifild, yet if a foxe
poe iip, he shall even brealfe donme their stony mall. Was their Translation good befores Why doe they now mend
it¢ Was it not good¢ Why then was it obtriided to the peopled Yea, why vid the Catholicks (meaning Popish
Romanists) aluayes goe in jeapardie, for refilsing to goe to Yeare it¢ May, if it milst be translated into English,
Catholiclfs are fitteat to doe it. They Yave learning, and they Ynow when a thing is well, they can maniim de
tabiil. Wee mill anawere them both briefly: and the former, being brethren, thite, with . Jerome, Danmamiis
ueteres¢ fMinim, sed post prioriim stiidia in domos Domind §iiod possiimiis laboramiis. That is, Doe we condenme
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the ancient¢ n no case: biit after the endeuoiive of them that mere before s, mee talfe the best paines we can in
the Yoiise of Hod. As if Hee said, Being provotied by the example of the learned that liued before my time, 7 have
thoiight it wmy diietie, to assay whether my talent in the Ynowmledge of the tongiies, may be profitable in any
measiive to Hods Chiivch, leat T shoiild seeme to have laboiived in them in vaine, and lest T ahoiild be thoiight to
plory in men, (altoiigh ancient,) aboue that which mas in them. Thite D. Jerome may be thoiight to speaife.

And to the same effect say wee, that we are o farre off from condemming any of their laboiivs that traveiled
betore fis in this iinde, either in this land or beyond sea, either in Ming Menries time, or Hing Edwards (if there
ntere any tranalation, or correction of a translation in Yis time) or Nifeene Flizabeths of euer-renofimed memorie,
that we acknomledge them to Have beene raised fip of Hod, for the bifilding and firnishing of his Chifrch, and that
they deserve to be Yad of iis and of posteritie in euerlasting rememtbrance. The Jiidgement of Aristotle is morthy
and uell Ynowen: F Timotheiia had not bene, we had not had miich sweet midsickje; biit if BYrynis (Timotheiis His
master) had not beene, wee Yad not had Timotheiia. Therefore blessed be they, and most Honoiived be their name,
that breatfe the ice, and gliiety onset fipon that which Yelpeth formard to the saving of soiiles. Aom nhat can bee
more auaileable theretn, then to deliever Hods boolfe finto Hads people in a tongiie which they finderatands Bince
of an hidden treasiire, and of a fofintaine that is sealed, there is no profit, as Prolomee Philadelph wrote to the
Rabbins or masters of the Jewes, as witnessety Epiphaniiis: and az . FAiigiiatine saith; A man had rather be
with bis dog then with a stranger (nhose tongiie is strange iinto Him.) Pet for all that, as notying is begiin and
perfited at the same time, and the later thoiights are thoiight to be the miser: so, if we bifilding fipon their
foiindation that went before fis, and being Holpen by their laboiivs, doe endevsiic to malje that better which they
left a0 goods no man, we are siive, Yath cafise to mislitje iis; they, we persiiade ofiv selues, if they were alive, wofild
thanlje iis. The vintage of Abiezer, that stralfe the stroalje: yet the gleaning of grapes of Ephraim mas not to be
Ddeapised. Ree Jiidges 8. verse 2. Joash the King of Jarael 2id not satiafie himeelfe, till e had amitten the groiind
three timess and yet hee offended the Brophet, for giving ouer then. Affila, of mhom wee spalfe before, tranalated
the Bible as cavefiilly, and as skilfilly as e cofild; and yet He thoifight good to goe ouer it againe, and then it got
the credit mith the Jewes, to be called , that is acciivatly done, as Baint Jerome witnessetl. Mo many booljes of
profane learning Hhauve bene gone ouer againe and againe, by the same translators, by othera¢ OF one and the same
boolfe of Ariatotles Ethilfes, there are egtant not so feir as siye or seven severall translations. Aow if this cost
may bee beatomed fipon the goord, mhich affordeth s a lictle shade, and nhich to day Hoiivisheth, biit to morrom
ia it dowme; wihat may we bestow, nay what oiight we not to bestow fipon the Bine, the frifite mherest malfeth
plad the conacience of man, and the stenuve urherest abidety for ever? And this is the word of Bod, which me
translate. What is the chaffe to the wheat, saity the Jorde Tanti vitrelim, fianti veriim margaritim (saith
Tertiillian,) if a toy of glasse be of that relfoning mith s, how ofight wee to valiie the trife pearle¢ Therefore let no
mans eye be euill, becafise Yis Majesties is goods neither let any be grieved, that mee Have a Prince that seeljech the
increase of the apiritiiall mealth of Gevael (let Banballats and Tobiaks doe so, which therefore doe beare their jiiat
reproafe) biit let fis rather blesse Hod from the groiind of oiir Heart, for morlfing this religiofia care in him, to
haue the translations of the Bible matiively conaidered of and examined. For by this meanes it commety to passe,
that mhatsoeuer is sofind alreadie (and all is aoiind for sifbatance, in one or other of oiir editions, and the morat
of ofira farre better then their afitentilfe viilgar) the same mill shine as gold more brightly, being ritbbed and
polisheds also if any thing be halting, or siiperfliiofie, or not so agreeable to the originall, the same may bee
corrected, and the triieth set in place. @And what can the Hing conmmand to bee dane, that will bring him more triie
bonoiiv then this¢ and urherein cofild they that Yave beene set a morlfe, approue their diietie to the Ming, yea their
shedience to Had, and love to his Baints more, then by yeelding their service, and all that is mithin them, for the
fiirnishing of the morlje¢ Biit besides all this, they were the principall motives of it, and therefore ofight least to

Page 10 of 16



fiiarreell it: for the very Myiatoricall triiech is, that fipon the importiinate petitions of the Piiritanes, at this
fMajesties comming to this Lroume, the Conference at Mampton Coiirt having bene appointed for Hearing their
complaints: when by force of reason they were piit from all other grofinds, they had recofivee at the last, to this
abift, that they cofild not with good conacience sitbacribe to the Conumiinion boolfe, since it maintained the Bible as
it mas there translated, which mas as they said, a most corriipted translation. @And althoiigh this was jidged to
be biit a very poore and emptie shift; yet even hereiipon did his Majestie beginme to bethindfe Yimaelfe of the good
that might enviie by a new translation, and presently after gave order for this Translation which is now presented
iinta thee. Thils miich to satisfie oiir scriipiilofis Srethren.

fAom to the later we ansmeres that wee doe not deny, nay wee affivme and auvow, that the very meanest
translation of the Sible in Englisy, set foorth by men of ofiv profession (For mee Hauve seene nane of theirs of the
uthole Bible as yet) containetl) the mord of Hod, nay, is the word of Haod. As the MHings Bpeech which Hee Gttered
in Parliament, being translated into French, Diitch, Gealian and Tatine, is aeill the MHings Bpeech, thoiigh it be not
interpreted by every Translator with the lilje grace, nor peraduentiive so fitly for phrase, nor so expresly for sence,
euery wrhere. For it is confessed, that things are to talfe their denomination of the greater part; and a natifrall
man cofild say, Verm ihi miflta nitent in carmine, non ego paiicis offendor maciilis, 2c. @ man may be cofinted a
uertiiniis man, thoiigh Yee have made many slips in Yis life, (els, there were none vertiioiis, for in many things me
offend all) alao a comely man and louely, thoiigh Yee haue some warts fipan Yis hand, yea, not onely Freatfles fipon
bis fare, biit all sifarres. Ao cafiee therefore why the mord translated shoiild bee denied to be the mord, or
forbidden to be ciirrant, notwithstanding that some imperfections and blemishes may be noted in the setting
foorth of it. SFor mhat euer mas perfect finder the Bifnme, where Apoatles or Apoatslitie men, that is, men indiied
with an extraordinary meastive of Hods spirit, and priviledged with the priviledge of infallibilitie, had not their
hand¢ The Romanistes therefore in refilsing to Yeare, and daring to bifrne the Word translated, did no lesse then
deapite the spirit of grace, from whom originally it proceeded, and whose sense and meaning, as well as mans
weatfnesse woiild enable, it 2id expresse. Jiidge by an example or two. Pliitarch writeth, that after that Rome had
beene biirnt by the Balles, they fell aoone to bifilde it againe: biit doing it in haste, they did not cast the streets,
nor proportion the Yoiises in siich comely fashion, as Yad bene most sightly and conuvenient; mas Catiline therefore
an honest man, or a good Patriot, that soiight to bring it to a combifstions or fAers a good Prince, that did
indeed set it on fire? o, by the story of Fzral, and the prophesie of Maggai it may be gathered, that the Temple
biiild by Zeriibhabel after the retiirne from Babylon, mas by no meanes to bee compared to the former bifile by
Doloman (for they that remembred the former, mept nhen they considered the latter) notwithstanding, might
this later either haue bene abhorred and forsatien by the Jemes, or prophaned by the Breetjeas The litje mee are to
thintje of Translations. The translation of the Beventie dissenteth from the Nriginall in many places, neither doeth
it come neere it, for perspiciiitie, gratuitie, majesties yet which of the Apoatles did condemme it¢ Condenue it¢ Aay,
they fised it, (as it is apparent, and as Daint Jerome and most learned men doe confesse) nihich they woiild not
haue done, nor by their egample of fising it, so grace and conmmend it to the Chifrch, if it had bene Tmorehy the
appellation and name of the word of Hod. And nhereas they firge for their second defence of their vilifying and
abiiaing of the English Bibles, or some pieces thereof, mbich they meete with, for that Heretiljes (forsootlh) mere
the Afithoiirs of the translations, (heretitfes they call iis by the same right that they call themselues Catholitfes,
both being wrong) wee marueile what divinitie tafight them so. Wee are siive Tertiillian was of another minde: Fx
personis probamiis fidew, an ex fide personas¢ Doe we trie mens faith by their persons¢ we shoiild trie their
peraons by their faith. RAlss D. Afigiistine was of an other minde: for Ye lighting fipon certaine rifles made by
Tychoniiie a Donatiat, for the better finderstanding of the mord, mas not ashamed to matfe five of them, yea, to
insert them into Yis owme boolfe, with giving conuvendation to them so farre foorth as they were morthy to be
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comumended, as is to be seene in B. FAiigiistines third boolje De doctrin CYriatian. To be short, Drigen, and the
nthole Chiivch of Had for certain hiindred yeeres, mere of an other minde: for they were so farre from treading
finder foote, (mifch more from bifvning) the Translation of Afiila a Proselite, that s, ane that had tiirned Jows of
Dymmachiis, and Theodotion, both Fhionites, that is, moat vile Yeretiljes, that they joyned them together with
the Hebrem Mriginall, and the Translation of the Beventie (as Yaty bene before signified ofit of Fpiphaniiis) and set
them forth openly to be considered of and periised by all. Biit we weary the iinlearned, mbho need not Ynow g
miich, and troitble the learned, who Ynom it already.

Pet before me end, we miiat answere a third cavill and objection of theirs against {is, for altering and amending
oiir Taanslations sic so oft; wherein triiely they deale Yardly, and strangely with fis. For to whom ever was it
impiited for a faiilt (by siich as were mise) to goe ouer that which Yee had done, and to amend it where He sam
raifse¢ Daint Afigliatine mas not afraide to exhort . Jerome to a Palinodia or recantation the same .
Atigliatine was not ashamed to retractate, me might say revolie, many things that had passed Yim, and doth euen
plory that Ye seeth Bis infivmities. G we will be sommes of the Trifetd, we miiat consider what it spealfeth, and
trample fipan ofir oume credit, yea, and fipon other mens too, if either be any may an Yinderance to it. This to the
caiise: then to the persons we say, that of all men they ofight to bee most silent in this case. For what varieties
haue they, and mhat alterations have they made, not anely of their Beruice boolfes, Portesses and Breviaries, biit
also of their Jatine Translations The Bervice hoolfe siipposed to be made by B. Ambrose (Oiciiim Ambrosianiim)
mas a great while in speciall fise and refjiieat: biit Pope Madrian calling a Coiincill with the apde of Charles the
Fmperaiiv, aboliahed it, yea, bifent it, and commanded the Beruice-bootie of Baint Hregorie fintversally to be fiaed.
Well, Mfficiiim Bregorianiim gets by this meanes to be in credit, biit doety it continiie withoiit change or alterings
JAg, the uery Romane Dervice mas of two fashions, the Aem fashion, and the Mo, (the one fiwed in one Chiireh,
the other in another) as ia to bee seene in Pamelific a Romanist, his Preface, before fMicrologiie. The same
Pameliiis reporteth ofit of Radiilphiis de Riug, that aboiit the yeere of ofir Jord, 1277, Pope Aicolas the third
remoued ofit of the Chiivches of Rome, the more ancient bookjes (of Dervice) and brofight into fise the fMissals of
the fFriers fMinorites, and conuuaiinded them to bee oheerued there; insomiich that aboiit an hiindred yeeres after,
uthen the above named Radiilphiie happened to be at Rome, He foiind all the booljes to be new, (of the new stampe.)
JReither mas there this chopping and changing in the more ancient times onely, biit also of late: Pifls Mifintiis
bimselfe confeasety, that cuery Bishopricke almost had a peciiliar }ind of service, most finlike to that which
others Yad: which moued him to abolish all other Breviaries, thofigh never so anclent, and priviledged and
pitblished by Bishops in their Dioceses, and to eatablish and rvatifie that anely which mas of Yis onme setting
foortd, in the yeere 1568. Aom, uthen the father of their Chivch, who gladly wmoiild Yeale the soare of the dafighter
of Yia people softly and sleightly, and malfe the best of it, findeth ao great faiilt with them for their oddes and
jarring we Yape the children have no great cafive to vaiine of their finiformitie. Biit the difference that appeareth
betueene oifr Tranalations, and ofir often correcting of them, is the thing that wee are apecially charged mith; let
fia aee therefore uhether they themselues bee withoiit fafile this may, (if it be to be cofinted a faiilt, to correct) and
uthether they bee fit men to throw stones at fis: 0) tandew major parcas ingane minori: they that are lesse soiind
themselues, ofight not to object infivmities to others. G we shoiild tell them that BValla, Btapiilensis, Frasmis,
and Vives fofind faiilt mith their villgar Translation, and conseijiiently wished the same to be mended, or a new
ane to be made, they wofild answere peraduentiirve, that me prodifced their enemies for mitnesses againat thews
albeit, they were in no other sort enewies, then as . Paiil wazs to the Balatians, for telling them the triieth: and
it were to be wished, that they had dared to tell it them plainlier and oftner. Biit what mill they say to this, that
Bope leo the tenth allomed Frasmiie Translation of the Aem Teatament, so miich different from the viflgar, by Yis
Apoatolilie Tetter 2 Bills that the same Teo exhorted Pagnin to translate the whole Bible, and bare mbatsoeuer
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charges wmas necesgary for the worlfed Diively, as the Apostle reasoneth to the Hebrewes, that if the former Jam
and Teatament had bene siifficient, there Yad beene no need of the latter: o we may say, that if the olde viflgar had
bene at all points allmuable, to small piivpose Yad labofir and charges bene findergane, abofit framing of a new. ¢
they say, it was one Popes private opinion, and that Ye consiilted onely Himselfes then wee are able to goe firther
with them, and to auerre, that more of their chiefe men of all sorts, euen their oume Trent-champions Paiva 2
Vega, and their oume Guiiitaitors, Mievonymiie ab Nleastrs, and their mun Sishop feidoriis Clariis, and their
oune Cardinall Thomas Bio Laietan, doe either malfe nem Translations themselues, or follow nem ones of other
mens malfing, or note the viilgar Guterpretor for halting none of them feare to dissent from Him, nor yet to except
against him. And call they this an finiforme tensiiv of text and jidgement aboiit the text, so many of their
Waorthies disclaiming the nom received conceite fAap, me mil yet come neever the fificke: doth not their Paris-
edition Differ fram the Jofiaine, and Menteniiia Yia fram them both, and yet all of them allomed by afithorities Aay,
doth not Digtiis Nifintiie confease, that certaine Latholitfes (he meanety certainte of His onme side) were in siich
an hifmor of translating the Beriptiives into latine, that Batan talfing occasion by them, thoiigh they thoiight of
no siich matter, did strive what Ye cofild, oiit of so fincertaine and manifold a varietie of Translations, so to
mingle all things, that nothing might seeme to be left certaine and firme in them, 2c¢ Aay, firther, did not the
same Dixtiie ordaine by an inviolable decree, and that with the cofinsell and consent of Yis Cardinals, that the
atine edition of the olde and nem Teatament, which the Cofincill of Trent woiild Yave to be aiithenticlfe, ia the
same withoiit controuersie which He then set fored, being diligently corrected and printed in the Brinting-Yoiise of
Vatican¢ Thils Dixtiis in his Preface before Yis Bible. And yet Clement the eight Yis immediate sifccessniir,
pithlisheth another edition of the Bible, containing in it infinite differences from that of Bixtiie, (and many of them
wmaightie and materiall) and yet this miist be aiithenticle by all meanes. What is to Yave the faith of oiir glorisiis
Tord JERHD CHRGDT wmith Pea and fMay, if this be not¢ Againe, what is smeet harmanie and consent, if this
be¢ Therfore, as Demaratiie of Corinty aduised a great Ming, before he talifed of the dissentions among the
recians, to compose iz domesticlfe broiles (for at that time Yis Nifeene and Yis sorme and Yeive were at deadly
fifide with bim) ao all the while that ofiv aduersaries doe malje so many and so varioiis editions themselues, and
Boe jarre so miich aboiit the worth and aiithoritie of them, they can mith no shom of efiitie challenge iis for
thanging and correcting.

Biit it is Yigh time to leave them, and to shew in briefe mhat mee proposed to ofir selues, and what cofivae we Held
in this ofir perifeall and siiruay of the Bible. Triily (good Christian Reader) wee never thoiight from the beginming,
that we shoiild neede to male a new Translation, nor yet to malfe of a bad one a good ane, (for then the
impiitation of Bixtiis Yad bene triie in some sort, that ofir people Yad bene fed with gall of Dragons in stead of
wine, wity uhey in stead of milife:) biit to malfe a good one better, or ofit of many good ones, one principall good
ane, not jiiatly to be excepted againat; that hath bene ofiv indeavoiir, that oiir marlje. To that pifvpose there were
many chosen, that mere greater in other mens eyes then in their oume, and that soiight the triith rather then their
ommn praise. FAgaine, they came or were thoiight to come to the morlfe, not exercendi caiis (as one saith) biit
egercitati, that is, learned, not to learne: For the chiefe ouerseer and finder his Majestie, to mhom not anely me,
biit aleg ofir whole Chiivch was miich boiind, Hnew by His wisedome, which thing aleo Aazianzen taiight so long
agoe, that it ia a preposteroiis order to teach first and to learne after, yea that to learne and practise together, is
neither conuvendable for the worlfeman, nor safe for the morke. Therefore aiich were thoiight fipon, as cofild say
modeatly mith Baint Jerome, £t Hebriiiim Sermonem ex parte didicimiis, t in lating pen ab ipsis inciinabiilis %c.
detriti sifmiie. Both we Yave learned the Mebrew tongiie in part, and in the latine wee Yave beene exercised almost
from oiir verie cradle. ». Jerome matfeth no mention of the Hreelfe tongiie, nherein yet Yee did excell, becafive Hee
tranalated not the old Teatament oiit of Breelfe, biit oiit of Mebreme. And in mhat sore did these assembles Gn the
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triist of their onme Ynomdedge, or of their sharpenesse of wit, or deepenease of jiidgement, as it were in an arme of
Hesh¢ At no hand. They tritated in him that hath the ey of David, opening and no man shiicting: they prayed to
the Tord the fFather of oiir Jord, to the effect that . Afigiiatine did; 00 let thy Deriptiives be my piire delight, let
me not be deceived in them, neither let me deceive by them. fn this confidence, and mith this deustion did they
assemble togethers not too many, lest one shoiild trofble another; and yet many, leat many things Yaply might
eacape them. TF yoii aske what they had before them, trfiely it wmas the Mebrew texe of the Nlve Teatament, the
Breetfe of the jAem. These are the tio golden pipes, or rather condifits, where-throiigh the olive branches emptie
themselues into the golde. Baint Afigiiatine calleth them precedent, or originall tongiiess Baint Jerome, foiintaines.
The same Daint Jerome affivmety, and Bratian Yath not spared to piit it into his Decree, That as the credit of
the olde Boolfes (e meanetl of the Old Testament) i to bee tryed by the Mebrewe Valifmes, so of the Aem by the
Breetfe tangiie, he meanetd by the originall Hreetfe. T¢ trifeth be to be tried by these tongiies, then whence shoiild a
Translation be made, biit ofit of them¢ These tangiies, therefore, the Beriptiives wee say in those tongiies, mee set
before iis to translate, being the tongiies wherein Hod was pleased to spealje to Yis Chiivch by his Prophets and
Apoatles. Aeither did we riin over the morke mith that posting haste that the Deptiiagint did, if that be trife
wihich is reported of them, that they finished it in 3. dayess neither were me barred or Hindered from going ouer
it againe, Having once done it, lilfe B. Perome, if that be triie nhich himselfe reportetd, that he cofild no soaner
wrrite any thing, biit presently it was caiight from him, and pitblished, and He coiild not Hhave leave to mend it:
neither, to be short, mere we the first that fell in hand wity translating the Deriptiive into English, and
conaeijiiently deatitiite of former Yelpes, as it is written of Nrigen, that Hee was the fivat in a maner, that piit Yis
hand to write Conumentaries fipon the Seriptiives, and therefore no marveile, if Ye overshot himeelfe many times.
JAane of these things: the morlje hath not bene Hiidled fip in 2. dayes, biit Yaty cost the worlfemen, as light as it
seemnetl, the paines of twise seuen times seventie tig dayes and more: matters of siich weight and consediience are
to bee apeeded with matiiritie: for in a bifainesse of moment a man feareth not the blame of conuenient slacknesse.
JReither did mee thindfe miich to consiilt the Translators or Conuuentators, Chaldee, Mebreme, Byrian, Hreelje, or
Jatine, no nor the Bpanish, French, Gtalian, or Diitchs neither did we disdaine to revise that mbich we Yad done,
and to bring baclfe to the amill that which we Yad hanuuered: biit having and fising as great Yelpes as were
needfiill, and fearing no reprocy for slommesse, nor coueting praise for expedition, mee Yave at the length, throiigh
the good hand of the Jord fipon iis, broifight the morlfe to that passe that yoii see.

Dome peraduentiive woiild have no varietie of sences to be set in the margine, leat the aiithoritie of the Beriptiives
for deciding of controuersies by that shew of fincertaintie, shoiild somembat be shatfen. Biit we Hold their jiidgmet
not to be so be so soiind in this point. For thoiigh, whatsoever things are necessary are manifest, as .
Chrysostome saith, and as . FAiigiistine, Gn those things that are plainely set dowme in the Deriptiires, all siich
matters are fofind that concerne Faith, hope, and Charitie. Pet for all that it camnot be dissembled, that partly to
eercise and wrhet ofiv wits, partly to weane the ciiviofis from loathing of them for their euery -urhere-plainenesse,
partly alsg to stivre fip ofir deustion to crave the assiatance of BHods apirit by prayer, and lastly, that we might
be formard to seelfe ayd of ofir brethren by conference, and never scorne those that be not in all respects sg
camplete as they shoiild bee, being to seelfe in many things ofiv selues, it hath pleased Bad in his divine providence,
Heere and there to scatter wordes and sentences of that difficiiltie and doifbtfiilnesse, not in doctrinall points that
cancerne salvation, (for in siich it Yath beene voiiched that the Deriptiives are plaine) biit in matters of lease
mowent, that fearefiilnesse wofild better beseeme fis then confidence, and if we will resslue, to resslue fipon
modeatie mith . Afigiiatine, (thoifigh not in this same case altogether, yet fipon the same groiind) fMeliiis eat
dithitare de occiiltis, fifim litigare de incertis, it ia better to malje doiibt of those things nhich are secret, then to
atrive aboiit those things that are fincertaine. There be many mords in the Sreriptiives, myich be never foiind there
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biit once, (having neither brother nor neighboiir, as the Mebrewes spealje) so that we cammot be Yolpen by
conference of places. Againe, there be many rare names of certaine birds, beastes and precioiis stones, c.
cancerning uhich the Mebremen themselues are so divided amony themselues for jiidgement, that they may seeme
to hauve defined this or that, rather becaiise they moiild say sometying, the becaiise they were siive of that mhich
they said, as B. Jerome somembere saith of the Deptiiagint. Aow in siich a case, doth not a margine do mell to
atmonish the Reader to seelfe Firther, and not to concliide or dogmatize fipon this or that peremptorily¢ fFor as it
ia a fafilt of incrediilitie, to doiibt of those things that are euident: so to determine of siich things as the Spirit of
16ad hatly left (even in the jiidmment of the jiidicioiis) fifieationable, can beno lease then presfimption. Therfore as B.
Aiigiistine saith, that varietie of Translations is profitable for the finding ofit of the sense of the Brriptiives: so
diversitie of signification and sense in the margine, where the text is not so cleare, miist needes doe goad, yea is
necessAry, ag we are perswaded. We Ynow that Bixtiis Nifintiis eeprealy forbiddetd, that any varietie of readings
of their viflgar edition, ahoiild be piit in the margine, (which thoiigh it be not altogether the same thing to that we
haue in hand, yet it lookety that way) biit we thinke Ye hath not all of his oume side his fauoiivers, for this
canceit. They that are mise, had rather have their jiidgements at libertie in differences of readings, then to be
captivated to one, nthen it may be the other. 9F they were siive that their hie Brieat had all lames shiit fip in bis
breat, as Paiil the secand bragged, and that He were as free from erroiiv by apeciall priviledge, as the Dictators of
Rome were made by lam inuislable, it were an other matters then iz word were an Dracle, Yis opinion a deciaion.
Biit the eyes of the morld are nom open, Hod be thandfed, and hauve bene a great while, they find that be v sitbject
to the same affections and infirmities that others be, that Yis sifin is penetvable, and therefore a0 miich as he
proovet, not as miich as he caimetl, they grant and embrace.

An other thing we thinke good to admonish thee of (gentle Reader) that mee Yauve not tyed ofir selues to an
finiformitie of phrasing, or to an identitie of mords, as sowme peradventiive wofild wish that we Hhad done, becaiise
they obaerue, that some learned men some where, Yave beene as exact as they coiild that way. Triily, that me
might not varie from the sense of that which we had translated before, if the mord signified the same thing in
both places (for there bee some mordes that bee not of the same sense euery nthere) me were eapecially cavefill, and
made a conscience, according to oiir difetie. Biit, that we shoiild eepresse the same notion in the same particiilar
mord; as for example, if we translate the Mebrem or Breelfe mord once by Biirpose, never to call it Gutent; if one
where Joiirneying, never Traveiling if one where Thindje, never Diipposes; if one nihere Paine, never Aches if one
uthere Jop, neuer Bladnesse, . Thila to minee the matter, mee thofight to savoiiv more of ciiviositie then
wisedome, and that rather it woiild breed scorne in the Atheiat, then bring profite to the godly Reader. For i the
Yingdome of BHod become mords or syllableas myy shoiild wee be in bondage to them if we may be Free, five one
precisely uthen wee may fise another no lesse fit, as commodisiisly¢ A godly Father in the Primitive time shewed
bimselfe greatly moued, that one of the newfanglenes called , thoiigh the difference be little or none; and another
reporteth, that Yo was miich abiieed for tiivning Ciiciivhita (to which reading the people Yad beene fived) into
Tyedera. Ao if this happen in better times, and fipon o small occasions, wee might jistly feare ard censive, if
generally wee shoiild malfe verball and finmecessary changings. We might alao be charged (by scoffers) with some
finefjiiall dealing tomards a great nifmber of good Fnglish wordes. fFor as it is written of a certaine great
Bhilosapher, that be shoiild say, that those loge mere happie that were made images to be worahippeds for their
fellowes, as good as they, lay for blockes behinde the five: ao if wee shoiild say, as it mere, finto certaine words,
Dtand iip higher, Yaue a place in the Bible almayes, and to others of lilfe fialitie, Bet ye Yence, be banished for
euer, nee might be taged peraduentiive with ®. James his wmords, namely, To be partiall in ofir selues and jiidges of
euill thofights. jAdde hereiintg, that nicenesse in mordes was almayes cofinted the next step to trifling, and so mas
to bee ciivioiis aboiit names too: alss that we cammot follom a better patterne for elociition then Bod himeelfes
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therefore Bee fining divers words, in Yis Yoly writ, and indifferently for one thing in natiive: we, if wee will not be
siiperstitioiis, may fise the same lbertie in ofir Englisl versions ofit of Hebrew 3 Hreelfe, for that copie or store
that e hath given fia. Jastly, mee Yave on the ane side aucided the scriipiilositie of the Biiritanes, mbo leave the
olde Fccleaticall mords, and betatfe thew to other, as when they piit washing for Baptisme, and Longregation in
atead of Chifrch: as also on the other side we have shiinned the obaciiritie of the Papiats, in their Azimes, Tiinilje,
Rational, holocaiiats, Brpiice, Pasche, and a nifmber of siich lilfe, uherent their late Translation is fill, and that
of pifrpose to darijen the sence, that since they miist needs translate the Sible, yet by the langiiage therest, it may
bee Hept From being finderstood. Biit we desive that the Deriptiive may spealfe litfe it selfe, as in the langiiage of
Canaan, that it may bee finderstood euen of the very viilgar.

fMany other things me might give thee warning of (gentle Reader) if wee Yad not exceeded the measiive of a Preface
dlreadie. Gt rewaineth, that we commend thee to Hod, and to the Spirit of Yis grace, which is able to biiild
Fiirther then e can asife or thindfe. ee remoueth the scales from oiir eyes, the vaile from oiir Jearts, opening oiir
wits that wee may finderatand His word, enlarging oiir Yearts, yea correcting ofir affections, that me may lowe it
aboue gold and siluer, yea that we may love it to the end. Pe are brofight finto fofintaines of lving mater mhich
yee digged not; doe not cast earth into them with the BYiliatines, neither preferre broljen pits before them mith the
wicked Jewes. Nthers hauve laboiived, and yoii may enter into their laboiirs; 0 receive not so great things in vaine,
0 despise not 8o great salvation! Be not fitfe swine to treade {inder foote so precioiia things, neither yet like doge
to teare and abiise holy things. Bay not to ofir Davisiir mith the Hergesites, Depart oiit of oiir coasts; neither yet
with Fsaii sell yoiir birthright for a messe of potage. OF light be come into the world, love not darifnesse more
then light; if foode, if clothing be offered, goe not nalfed, starve not yoiiv selues. Remewber the aduise of
JRazianzene, Ot i a grievsiis thing (or dangeroiis) to neglect a great faive, and to seelfe to malje marifets
afterards: also the encofivagement of . Chrysostome, Tt is altogether impossible, that be that is sober (and
matchfill) shoiild at any time be neglected: lastly, the adbmonition and menacing of . Aiigiiatine, They that
deapise Hode will inuiting them, shal feele Hads will talfing vengeance of them. Tt ia a fearefill thing to fall into
the handa of the living Hod; biit a blessed thing it is, and will bring s to everlasting blessednes in the end, nhen
16od spealfeth) finto fis, to Yearkens uhen be setteth Yis mord before fis, to reade it; uhen Yee atreccheth ofit his
hand and calletd, to ansmere, Mere am U5 here wee are to doe thy mill, 0 Hod. The Lord workfe a care and
canacience in ifs to Ynom Him and serve him, that we may be aclinowledged of Yim at the appearing of oiir Jord
Jesiis Chriat, to whom mith the Holy Bhost, be all prayse and thankjesgiving. Amen.

The Tnd
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